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November 20, 2002

Major Licensees
BC Timber Sales 
NRFL Licensees
Community Forests

Re:  District Manager Direction for the use of the Draft Landscape Unit Objectives for the Lakes Forest District

Dear Licensee:

The purpose of this letter is to inform you about the status of landscape unit objectives within the Lakes Timber Supply Area (TSA) and replaces the previous letter dated April 24, 2001 entitled “Draft Old Growth Management Area and Objectives”.

Over the past six months the Ministry of Sustainable Resource Management (MSRM) with assistance from the Ministry of Forests, Fraser Lakes Sawmills, Babine Forest Products, and Cheslatta Forest Products have been working on a Sustainable Forest Management Plan for Landscape Units in the south half of the Lakes Forest District.  This plan was initiated in response to the increasing concentration of forest operations resulting from the current Mountain Pine Beetle (MPB) infestation and the doubling of the Annual Allowable Cut (AAC).  The purpose of this plan is to provide forest tenure holders with direction for their forest operations, aimed at conserving biodiversity values considered at risk as a result of the increased concentration of harvesting, and to provide operational flexibility in the management of bark beetles within the TSA.

A draft version of the plan objectives and associated maps was completed in September 2002, and it is my understanding that licensees within the district have been incorporating these draft objectives into their operational plans and/or plan amendments.

It is my opinion that the objectives described in the attached draft represent the most up to date, science based, management direction for specific values within the plan area while minimizing impacts to AAC, and that these also provide adequate flexibility in the management of bark beetles.  The draft objectives are also consistent with the Lakes Land and Resource Management Plan.

I am of the understanding that the Regional Director of MSRM will not formally approve the final plan until early 2003 after the completion of the public review process.  Consistent with my letter of April 24, 2001, it is crucial that the attached draft objectives be incorporated into operational plans at the earliest possible time.

Due to the circumstances stated above, I have decided to consider the Draft Landscape Unit Objectives and associated maps, during the approval of the operational plans or amendments. This consideration will apply for the purposes of determining if the operational plan or amendment will adequately manage and conserve the forest resources of the area to which these objectives apply.  I will also consider the Draft Landscape Unit Objectives when I approve silviculture prescriptions or grant silviculture exemptions for salvage of areas to which these objectives apply.  As of this date, the Draft Landscape Unit Objectives, with maps, for the southern portion of Lakes Forest District will be considered as best information for the approval of operational plans.  The components of the Draft Landscape Unit Objectives will provide for interim strategic guidance for operational planning, which will continue until the Regional Director of MSRM approves the final plan containing these objectives.

If you have questions regarding the implementation of these draft objectives, please contact Brent Turmel, Senior Forester, Major Tenures at 250-692-2200.  Should you have questions with regard to the approval of the complete plan, your comments can be provided during the formal public review period which will the responsibility of MSRM.  Should you require further information to this process, please direct all inquiries to Gunter Hoehne, Strategic Planning 
Co-ordinator, MSRM, at 250-692-2226.

Yours truly,

R. A. Murray
District Manager
Lakes Forest District

Enclosure(s): Draft Landscape Unit Objectives


CD-ROM with Draft Landscape Unit Objective, GIS Coverages, Plot Files 

p.c.:
Gunter Hoehne, Strategic Planning Co-ordinator, MSRM
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(  THE GOVERNMENT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA IS AN “EMPLOYMENT EQUITY EMPLOYER”  (

Ministry of 
Forests
Lakes Forest District
Location:
185 Yellowhead Hwy
Mailing Address:
Bag 3500 Stn Prov Govt
Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0

Tel:
(250) 692-2200
Fax:
(250) 692-7461
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